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JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

ZEITSCHEIFT FUR PSYCHOLOGIE UND PHYSIOLOGIE 
DEE SINNESORGANE. July, 1906, Band 42, Heft 2 u. 3. Abteil- 
ung fur Psychologie. Beitrage zur speziellen Psychologie auf Grund 
einer Massuntersuchung (pp. 81-127) : G. Heymans and E. Wiersma. - 
Preliminary paper giving gross results of a questionnaire study of mental 
heredity in four hundred families. The questionnaire, sent to physicians 
of Holland, consisted of ninety questions relating to various mental 
traits. The results show uniformly mental heredity and that generally 
the inheritance is homosexual. In intellectual traits there are interest- 
ing variations in the dominance of maternal and paternal influence. 
Studien uber die experimentelle Beeinfiussung des Vorstellungsverlaufs 
(pp. 128-161) : Max Levy-Suhl. - The problem of this investigation is 
to determine the nature of the reactions of the mentally diseased to word- 
stimuli interjected suddenly while the patients are talking and to de- 
termine whether there are characteristic reactions for the various forms 
of mental disease. Critique of association experiments with isolated 
words. The importance and role of the ' constellation.' Die Verlegung 
diashleral in das menschliche Auge einfallender Lichtreize in den Baum 
(pp. 162-174) : Otto Veraguth. - If light is concentrated on the retina 
through the sclerotic on the temporal side of the eye, the light is perceived 
not only on the nasal side of the visual field, but also on the temporal side. 
Some individuals see a double light, a more intense one on the temporal 
side and a weaker one on the nasal side. The same individuals perceived 
only a single light with diascleral stimulation from the nasal side. 
Theoretical considerations suggested by the observations. Eine Nach- 
bilderscheinung (pp. 175-178) : A. Prandtl. - Explanation of the illusion 
of direction produced by the bright after-image streak which follows the 
movement of the eye over a luminoxis object in a dark field. The rapidity 
of the eye-movement and the short duration of the after-image, which 
decreases rapidly from the luminous point where it is most intense to any 
other point, brings it about that as a matter of fact we see merely the 
after-image of the luminous point and it seems as if during the eye- 
movement or immediately after it the streak moved towards this point. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



In the untimely death of Professor Charles Edward Garman, of Am- 
herst College, the philosophic community suffers a loss which it will be 
hard, if at all possible, to repair. Professor Garman's name has not 
figured largely in the journals, nor did he ever put his philosophy into 
book form; yet his influence has been and will continue to be great. A 
partial estimate of it can be made from the number of his former pupils 
who are now teaching philosophy or psychology; it appears that, in pro- 
portion to the size of the institution at which he taught, he has trained 
more professional students of these subjects than any other American 
professor. Such an estimate is still only partial, for, more than most 
teachers of philosophy, he made the subject very real to his students, so 
that those who have followed quite other lines of work still keep an 
interest in philosophy, and apply ' Garman's system ' to the problems of 
their lives and of the times. They retain, to a remarkable degree, both 
the method — the standards of criticism — and the negative and positive 
results which were reached in his courses. He owed this success in part 
to the intense personal interest which he took in the progress of his 
students as individuals, to his insistence on independent thinking, and to 
his skill in adapting his method of presentation to the varying respon- 
siveness met in different years. But his success as a teacher of philosophy 
was also due in large measure to the plain fact that he was not merely 
a teacher of philosophy; in a very true sense of the word, he was a 
philosopher. Philosophy was to him something vital, compelling, inspir- 
ing. Its history was not simply a record of technical achievement, but a 
growth in man's mastery of himself and of his conditions. How much 
of a stir in the philosophic world would have been created by the pub- 
lication of Garman's philosophy, it is hard to guess. Perhaps the most 
striking feature of his positive doctrine was the view that, since con- 
sciousness gives us our only direct insight into reality, we have the right 
to take the essential characteristics of consciousness as fundamental to the 



